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PRO-ACTIVE POLICING –  
THREE MONTHS AND ALREADY A DIFFERNCE!!!  

 
Security remains no 1 in importance to the individual South African and the residents of Sunninghill are no different!  
Those in power will tell us that crime has decreased.  I suggest it has not.  I have been managing the security in our area 
over the past 12 years and I have seen crime change its format many times. 
 
When as a young couple with our first child who was only a few months old (she is now almost 17), my husband and I 
moved into Sunninghill Ext2, there was no violent crime but a fair amount of housebreakings.  These all occurred during 
the day or at night when residents where out.  It was highly unlikely that anyone would so brazen as to break in to your 
home when you were there asleep!  A well run and efficient blockwatch operated, with residents taking turns to patrol the 
area during the night and some housewives during the day.  We were relatively crime free and there were certainly no 
violent crimes.  Then things changed!  When we founded Sunninghill Gardens some 11 years ago, our area was under 
siege with hi-jackings and armed robberies, occurring every week in Sunninghill Ext 2, later to be known as Sunninghill 
Gardens.  I exaggerate not.  Ask any of those residents who have been in the area for over 11 years.  In the one year 
leading up to the booms being erected, Sunninghill Ext 2 experience in the vicinity of 60 armed robberies and hi-jackings.  
Some of these were vicious to say the least and a number of victims of these crimes now reside overseas.   The only way 
to eradicate these new violent crimes was to monitor the access into our area and so the booms were erected.  
Immediately the violent crime dropped.  Housebreaking however continued and so we negotiated for a dedicated patrol 
vehicle.  Crime once again dropped and for quite a considerable period of time Sunninghill Gardens was relatively crime 
free with crime stats in the vicinity of 1 incident in a period of 3 to 4 months.  In the meantime the area grew substantially 
with cluster and townhouses springing up in Sunninghill Gardens.  With the higher density came an increase in crime 
once again.  As more and more people installed alarms the criminals had to change their tactics and to avoid being 
caught by alarms they began breaking in during the night while residents were asleep and their alarms off.   With the 
guards at the booms and the CCTV cameras which were installed we also saw a decrease in the vehicle related crimes.  
Once again the criminals changed their tactics and with all the building activity and number of pedestrians walking the 
area, it became easier to commit crime on foot.  Our crime stats had increased to around 3 incidents a month.   We also 
noticed a disturbing increase in the number of violent crimes outside of our area in the greater Sunninghill.  People were 
being followed home from shopping centers and were being robbed at gunpoint on their driveways.  One of these crimes 
even occurred in Sunninghill Gardens. 
 
Sunninghill Gardens, to avoid the crime increasing even further and to avoid anymore violent crimes had to once again 
change the way we implemented our security.  PRO-ACTIVE POLICING was introduced.  Savika Armed response and 
their dedicated pro-active policing vehicles entered our area on the 1st of May and I am thrilled to say that in that period of 
time, only one incident of crime has been reported to us.  From around 3 incidents a month to one in three months.  This 
goes to prove, stopping, questioning and if necessary removing is definitely working.  Our new dedicated vehicle - mean 
machine, that when you look at it says “don’t mess with me”, certainly helps.  Savika have placed security systems in both 
our guardhouses and panic systems in the guardhouses of all those complexes that wanted them, free of charge to help 
reduce and eradicate crime in our suburb.  We have received many compliments from our residents.  BETTER 
SECURITY, REDUCED CRIME all for a fee that is affordable. 
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TANA ENTRANCE  
 
At last I am able to report that the work at the Tana Entrance has been completed!  It was definitely worth the 
wait.  The new entrance certainly makes a statement.  You are not just entering any old suburb; you are 
entering “SUNNINGHILL GARDENS”.    With summer just around the corner, Erica has begun with her plans 
for stunning gardens to go with our stunning entrance.  At this time we should voice our appreciation to our 
new committee member Neale Penman, who was to a large degree solely responsible for what we see today.  
Well done Neale and thanks!! 
 

. 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
COUNCIL SERVICES:  I would like to appeal to residents to report lack of services or service problems to the 
Council on 375-5555 when they occur.  Once you have done so, please drop me an email informing me of the 
problem and give me the reference number so I too can chase this up. 
 
ANOTHER surprise from SAVIKA :  Twice in the past week, Savika phoned me to inform me that the patrol 
vehicle had noticed sewerage overflows in Lingerette road and Tiati road and had contacted the control room 
to report these.  Savika Control then contacted the Council, reported the problems and phoned me with the 
reference numbers.  I was speechless, our own residents don’t even do this and I have never experienced a 
security provider that even noticed these things, let alone reported them to Council.  That’s not all; they phoned 
me again later to inform me that council had been there and that the problem was sorted.  Thanks guys this is 
great!! 
 

NOTICE REGARDING THE USE OF OUR PARK  
 
Please note that anybody visiting the park or using  the facilities thereon do so at their own risk, or  
in the case of minors, at the risk of their parents  or guardians. Parents should ensure proper 
supervision for their children and other dependants .  Children who are not old enough should not 
be allowed to visit the park without supervision. A lthough the management of Sunninghill Gardens 
takes reasonable steps to ensure a safe environment  for all its residents it cannot accept 
responsibility for any loss, damage or injury suffe red by anybody visiting the park or using the 
facilities.  Please not also that the use of any mo torized vehicles in our park is prohibited. 

Thanks to Linda Lazarus Property Brokers who so generously sponsor the cost of this 
newsletter every month. 

 

4% COMMISSION 
100% SERVICE 

 
REMEMBER THE NAME 

 
807-3231 

 
 REMEMBER THE NUMBER 

 



 
Page 3 of 4           Sunninghill Gardens News 

SWIMMING LESSONS with Caroline 

@ 
 

 
 

 
19 Dukana Rd, Sunninghill Gardens  ;  Outdoor, salt chlorinated, heated pool 

Accredited Centre;  Swimming South Africa Registered 

Book now for the Spring Term starts 25 September 2007 

082 338 8612 After hours: 011 807 2847 

3 Year olds +     2 x 20 minute lessons per week 
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CLASSIFIEDS:  
***PORTIA IS CURRENTLY WORKING AT A CRECHE BUT IS KEEN TO MOVE INTO FULLTIME DOMESTIC 
WORK/CHILDMINDING. IF ANYBODY IS INTERESTED IN MEETING HER, PLEASE CALL JENNY ON 082 951 8251 
OR PORTIA DIRECT ON 078 604 7679 
*** “Paulinha seeks employment on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Fridays.  She is honest, responsible and proactive.  
Please contact Paulinha on 083 593 7534.  For reference contact Orlanda 083 326 6488” 

***" We are looking for a room to rent in Sunninghill Gardens, for our domestic worker. Sara has worked for us for many 
years and needs to live closer to work. Please phone Natalie on 011 234-2517." 

 
FROM A RESIDENT:  SPARE A THOUGHT FOR OUR WILDLIFE  -   We’ve had at least one wattled plover living in 
Mirwani road (in the bend near Dukana Road) for some time now.  When Iain drove to work early this morning, he was 
alive and well.  When I left for work around 7 o’clock, he had been hit by a car and is now lying dead in the road with his 
head bashed in!!! 
I may seem like some nutty bunny hugger getting sentimental about a mere bird, but I think we are very privileged to have 
various forms of ‘wildlife’ choosing to live with us in Sunninghill Gardens, and I think we should look out for them in the 
same way that we look out for one another in the Sunninghill community!   
SGHA – I agree, I am continually amazed at the way our own residents drive, never mind those driving through our area.  
Years ago we used to see many of these birds in our area.  They moved out due to all the developments.  Poor creatures 
have returned as there is hardly any open space for them anymore.  Let’s look after them, they are the official Sunninghill 
Bird as you will notice on all the Sunninghill organisations letterheads. 
WHILE ON THE SUBJECT OF BIRDS – I have seen our resident owl back again.  Every morning at around 5am it sits on 
my neighbours thatch roof in Dukana road, hooting merrily.  It is so wonderful to still have the wonderful birdlife we do in 
Sunninghill, in spite of the area becoming so built up.  Remember use friendly pesticides, so we don’t kill of these beautiful 
birds. 
 

A MESSAGE FROM THE SUNNINGHILL STRIDERS ----- CAUTI ON, RUNNERS ON OUR ROADS!   Every Tuesday 
Evening from 18h00 - Please DRIVE CAREFULLY - Please BE PATIENT - Thank You  
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FROM ONE OF OUR RESIDENTS -  ICE campaign - "In Case of Emergency"  
 
We all carry our mobile phones with names & numbers stored in its memory but nobody, other than ourselves, knows 
which of these numbers belong to our closest family or friends. If we were to be involved in an accident or were taken 
ill, the people attending u s would have our mobile phone but wouldn't know who to call. Yes, there are hundreds of 
numbers stored but which one is the contact person in case of an emergency?    Hence this ”ICE" (In Case of Emergency) 
Campaign.  The concept of "ICE" is catching on quickly. It is a method of contact during emergency situations.  As cell 
phones are carried by the majority of the population, all you need to do is store the number of a contact person or persons 
who should be contacted during emergency under the name "ICE" (In Case Of Emergency). The idea was thought up by 
a paramedic who found that when he went to the scenes of accidents, there were always mobile phones with patients, but 
they didn't know which number to call.   He therefore thought that it would be a good idea if there was a nationally 
recognized name for this purpose.   In an emergency situation, Emergency Service personnel and hospital Staff would be 
able to quickly contact the right person by simply dialing the number you have stored as "ICE".   
 

 
DID YOU KNOW :  Linda Lazarus of Linda Lazarus Property Brokers when she sells a property in Sunninghill 
Gardens, approaches the new owners and signs them up for Sunninghill Gardens!!  And what’s more, we didn’t 
ask her too, she volunteered!  Well done and thanks Linda.   
 
HOT ORANGE RESTAURANT :  A message from the Hot Orange to their valued clients.  They will be 
closed for a month from the beginning of August for renovations.  The Hot Orange promise to re-open soon 
with an exciting bigger and better restaurant and martini lounge.   

 

HAVE YOU VISITED OUR VERY OWN 
SUNNINGHILL GARDENS WEB PAGE:   
www.sunninghillgardens.org.za 
 
Find out more about the area in which you live, 
view the many photo’s of where we have come 
from and our many community functions.  See 
which Estate Agents we recommend.  Did you 
know that there is a running club based in 
Sunninghill Gardens?  Visit our web and find the 
link to the Sunninghill Striders. 
 
Visit our website and register NOW! 

DRIVING IN SUNNINGHILL GARDENS  
 
We would like to remind residents that 
Sunninghill Gardens is a 40km/hour zone.  
Sunninghill Gardens is a residential area, 
where we are proud to say it is still safe 
to walk, jog, ride bicycles etc.  This can 
be seen by the number of people who 
come from outside our area to walk and 
run. Please we urge residents and those 
driving through our area to respect our 
wishes and keep the speed down.   
 

BE SAFE, BE AWARE OF WHAT GOES ON AROUND YOU AND HE LP US KEEP CRIME OUT OF OUR SUBURB.  LINDA 
GILDENHUYS – SUNNINGHILL GARDENS HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIA TION 
807-7191 OR sungard@worldonline.co.za  


